CULGAITH PARISH COUNCIL
	Clerk: John Fleming
Telephone 07768 468 634
E-mail: culgaithpc@yahoo.co.uk
	                                    Fell View
                                    Blencarn, Penrith 
                                    Cumbria, CA10 1TX



Minute of the Meeting Held on Monday 12th January 2026
in Skirwith Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm
Unapproved.
1/26	Present
Cllrs Sue Smith (Chair), Caroline Richardson, Pauline Toppin (Vice Chair), David Witney, Ian Stowers, Andrew Clay, Ken Philipson, Nick Mason.  WAF Cllr Mary Robinson and John Fleming (Parish Clerk).

2/26	Apologies
WAF Cllr, Michael Hanley 

3/26	Minutes
The Chair was unanimously authorized to sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Monday 3rd November 2025, as a true record. 
Proposed by Cllr P Toppin and Seconded by D Witney

4/26	Declaration of Interests
There were none.

5/25	Public Participation
There was none

6/26	Westmorland and Furness Council Report
A brief report was presented to the meeting from Cllr Mary Robinson making reference to the following: -
6.1	Alston and Fellside ‘Place’ Action Group.
	Reported that the ‘Place’ Community Fund had awarded £350 to Skirwith Village Hall
6.2	Rural Housing Survey - Would report at the end of the month.
6.3	Council Tax.
Westmorland and Furness Council is facing a projected £40 million budget funding gap over the next three years (by 2028/29) due to reduced government grants, high service demand, and inflationary pressures. To balance the 2026/27 budget, the Council is considering significant savings, potential service reductions, and, a 4.99% Council Tax increase. 
6.4	The Community Energy Scheme.
Cumbrian Councils have been awarded £11.8 million from the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero to make fuel-poor homes more energy efficient.
This three-year programme will benefit up to 800 homes across Cumberland and Westmorland and Furness, by providing fully funded upgrades to improve energy efficiency and help cut household bills.
Eligible households are those with an energy efficiency rating of D to G, and either a total annual household income below £36,000 or a resident receiving a means-tested benefit.
To find out if a Parishioners property is eligible and to register interest; - 
Contact	Westmorland and Furness Council at; -
better.homes@westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk  :-Telephone: 0300 373 3300
Parishioners are encouraged to participate, if eligible.				                                                                                                          390
	6.5	Northern Trans-Pennine A66 Upgrade Community Fund.
This fund is available to support communities adjacent to the A66 duelling upgrade. Whilst all communities in the Parish can apply for support, the Culgaith Victoria Institute came to mind as a very suitable applicant as Culgaith village is the most likely to be affected by the upgrade; being the closest to the A66.  The Institute are also seeking grant aid to upgrade the building’s facilities.
Cllr M Robinson offered to find out more detail regarding eligibility and contact details.
6.6	A Rural Housing Summit is planned to allocate funding to ‘Warm Spots’ hubs across the 9 parishes, in Culgaith Parish this included Skirwith Village Hall.

7/26	Finance (Incl.Vat)
7.1	To note the following balances as at:-			       28/12/2025
								      		     £		HSBC Account	     					            2334.50
	Penrith Building Society	  				          17299.65
	NSI Account						   	   	    24.45	Vat to be claimed    					     		  168.66
	Total Cash					              	          19827.26

7.2 Presentation of Interim Accounts – 3rd November 2025 to 12th January 2026
These accounts were unanimously approved.
Proposer Cllr I Stowers.  Seconder Cllr N Mason
                  
7.3	The Following Accounts were Ratified							7.3.1	J Fleming Salary Oct/Nov/Dec 2025   		As per contract
	7.3.2	J Fleming Office Provision Oct/Nov/Dec 2025         		   78.00
	7.3.3	G Anderson Website Honorarium				 110.00
	7.3.4	Postage							     3.60
7.3.5	D Tec Toner							   20.00
7.3.6	HSBC Charges	 					     0.80
7.3.7	D Tec Toner + 0.5hr labour					   59.00
7.3.8	Clerks Expenses November 2025				     9.90
	7.3.9	Vision ICT Final website set up fee £520/E Mail set up £135/
Registration of ‘.gov.uk’ domain £25/Vat £136		 816.00
	7.3.10	D Tec – E Mail/Printer Wi Fi Transparency Issues
Site Visit			   				   45.00
	7.3.11	Community Heartbeat Trust – Skirwith Defibrillator		   72.00
	7.3.12	Culgaith Village Hall – Room Hire 3/11/25			   25.00
	7.3.13	A Clay – Repair Blencarn Notice Board			   10.00
7.4	To Approve the Following Account for Payment      
	J Fleming Expenses, 3rd November 2025 – 12th January 2026	   22.95
7.5	To Approve 7.3 and 7.4
These were unanimously approved 
Proposer Cllr S Smith
Seconder Cllr C Richardson.
7.6	To Report a Transfer
	Transfer from Penrith Building Society to current account.	            3000.00
7.7	To Report the Following Receipt
	Vat Refund							              921.09
	7.8	Grass Cutting Contract – 2026 Season
7.8.1	The meeting was reminded that the Parish Council’s contractor was on a 3-year contract, terminating at the end of 2026, for the cutting of Culgaith, Skirwith, Kirkland and Blencarn village greens.
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It was confirmed that the contractor was in order to undertake the work, again, for the 2026 season.
7.8.2	The meeting, following discussion, agreed to request that the flower and shrub border, at the entrance to Otters Holt, be pruned and weeded 4 times during the season; the contractor to adjust his invoice accordingly.
7.8.3	Spring bulbs on the Otters Holt Community sites – It was agreed to monitor the presence of bulbs coming through this spring, with a view to planting more in the autumn, if deemed necessary.
 
8/26	Clerks Extra Hours Incurred in Creating the New Website
It was, unanimously, agreed to reimburse the clerk for 15 extra hours undertaken, which was over and above his contract, incurred in setting up the new website.
Proposed Cllr C Richardson
Seconded Cllr A Clay
     
 9/26	Planning - There were no applications to report.

10/26	Highways and Land Matters
10.1	Pedestrian Hazard - Black Swan Junction, Culgaith.
Extra signage, including a request for the ‘Give way’ sign to be replaced with a ‘Stop’ sign, along with extra road markings, are in hand with Highways
10.2	Skirwith Hedgehog Road Signs 				
The ongoing wildlife survey, to justify extra signage, is ongoing and will be completed when the hibernation season is over
10.3	Pruning Beech - Village Green by Skirwith Junction	
	This work is in hand.
10.4	Skirwith – Church St - Concrete Post and Rail Fence.	
	Reported that this repair work had been completed.
10.5	Drainage issue - The Pea to A6412 Junction   		
Reported that this drainage work had now been attended to.  The situation, however, would continue to be monitored.			
10.6	Near Beck Mill Junction – Pothole in New Carriageway	
Reported that this repair was in the hands of the contractors and was covered under their warrantee agreement.
10.7	Worn Junction Road Markings Across the Parish with the Skirwith Junction being a priority.
Agreed to raise the issues, again, with Highways.
10.8	Bridge Parapet over Briggle Beck adjacent to 
Smithy Cottage -Skirwith.					
Agreed to raise the issues, again, with Highways.
10.9	Uneven Pavement in Culgaith – By Rose Walk. - In hand with Highways
10.10	Community Generators – N W Electricity	Fund		
	In hand with N W Electricity
10.11	Road Sign to Culgaith - Skirwith Junction		
	Work completed.
10.12	Roadside Ditch – Kirkland to Skirwith Road	
It was reported that whilst some initial ditch cleaning work had been undertaken by a Parishioner recently, more work was needed to fully resolve the problem.
Agreed to raise the issues, again, with Highways.
10.13	Cast Iron Road Sign – Black Swan Junction		
	Highways had agreed to renovate this sign.
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11/26	Alston and East Fellside PLACE Action Group (PAG) - Current Issues in Hand 
Report from January 8th 2026 Meeting.
Main focus of the meeting was a presentation from Fran Richards of ACT on the Rural Housing Needs Survey Results, across the 9 parishes.  The response rate had been 25% of surveys delivered, the highest response rate was Culgaith at 40%.  Respondents had identified that the parishes would benefit from Starter Homes, Homes for older/retired people, and affordable homes or social rent.  
The ‘Parish Level’ reports should be available by the end of the month.

The PAG meeting also agreed to hold a Rural Housing Summit and to allocate funding to ‘Warm Spots hubs across the 9 parishes, in Culgaith Parish this including Skirwith Village Hall.

The next meeting on 5th February will look at: -
a) Rural Housing Needs Survey
b) Fellside Foodbank
c) Electric Car Club Feasibility Survey
d) Community Energy Schemes
e) A request to seek funding for the replacement of 58-year-old, temporary, Langwathby Bridge
f) Broadband, Digital and Connectivity issues.
g) Warm Spot Hubs

12/26	New Parish Council Website
	12.1	Google Seach for www.culgaith-pc.gov.uk 
Concern was expressed over the difficulty in finding the new site on a Google search.  It was reported, following investigation, that a website will raise its Google listing 
priority on a system based on usage; Being a newly launched site, activity is currently very low, once the site is more established it will rise in priority and be more easily found.
12.2	Promoting - www.culgaith-pc.gov.uk 
	It was agreed to raise awareness of the new site, in the next edition of the Memo.
12.3	An IT policy - Agreed to add a Culgaith Parish Council IT policy, to the site. 

13/26	Schedule of Correspondence, Notices and Publications.
The following item of correspondence was received since the last meeting.
13.1	Forwarded E Mails to Councillors – 21 since the 3rd November meeting.  
Kept on file for 12 months.
13.2	20mph Application Update - Culgaith, Culgaith Parish Council
13.2.1	It was reported that the Eden Locality Board had confirmed that Culgaith has been selected as one of the 20mph schemes to be progressed in 2026/2027. The team are currently preparing draft designs, considering the areas highlighted in the original Culgaith Parish Council application and the Westmorland and Furness Council’s 20mph speed limit policy.
WAFC would like to continue their collaboration with Culgaith Parish Council and representatives are invited for further discussions on the Culgaith Scheme at a ‘Microsoft Teams’ meeting being held on Monday 26th January at 09:30..
13.2.2	It was confirmed that Cllrs S Smith, C Richardson and P Toppin would attend.
13.2.3 The contact for the initiative being Ben Lancashire at 
           		20mph@westmorlandandfurness.gov.uk
	13.3	Return of Footway Lighting Responsibility to WASC
It was reported that the lighting agreement, in respect of transferring the responsibility of footway lighting to WAFC, had been signed
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13.4	Community Emergency Hubs
13.4.1	A Community Emergency Hub initiative was reported to the meeting, whereby a “safe place” for community members to gather and support each other responding to and recovering from an incident, be established.
As the Parish Council already had in place a comprehensive Emergency Plan which already identified community gathering venues in each village, within the Parish, it was decided that, in Culgaith’s situation, the matter was already adequately covered.
13.4.2	It was reported that an Emergency Kit was available, on request, from Voreda House in Penrith, which can be collected by arrangement by contacting:- Eden.AreaSupport@cumbria.gov.uk  
This kit comprised of: -
2 hi viz jackets
St John’s Ambulance First Aid booklet (for first 100 kits only)
CEH Guide
Postcards 
A sticker (to identify hub’s location)
Lanyards
13.4.3	It was agreed, as requested, that the Culgaith Emergency plan be shared with the Cumbria Joint Emergency Management and Resilience Team, at crf.secretariat@cumbria.gov.uk, so that the emergency services know who to contact. 
13.5	Nature Recovery Fund: Updated Eligibility Requirements
	Details of minor changes to this fund were reported.
Applications for this fund close on Friday, 30 January 2026.
13.6	Local FTTP Broadband Information.
It was reported that Digital and Connectivity problems had been added to the ‘Place Action Group’, Action Plan
11.6	Westmorland and Furness Phase 2 Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion Strategy - Town and Parish Council Briefing
	An invitation was made to join a ‘Teams’ meeting on Weds 18th Feb 2026 at 19:00 -20:00, to be informed of the work done, so far, on developing a Faith Covenant, across Westmorland and Furness, which is due to be launched in April 2026.  For further information on the development of a Faith Covenant contact: -
Westmorland and Furness Faith Covenant | Westmorland and Furness Council

12/26	Councilor Matters. 
An opportunity for Councilors to raise issues on behalf of residents.
12.1	Skirwith Recycling Centre
It was reported that new signage was needed and that fly tipping was occasionally occurring.  The meeting confirmed that this site was the responsibility of Skirwith Village Hall and not that of the Parish Council.
12.2	Back Lane, Culgaith – Potholes were reported on the corner by the junction with the Drove Road.
Action:- To report to Highways.
	12.3	Blencarn Village and Village Approach from Skirwith.
A number of potholes have appeared and the very uneven road surface from the Skirwith/Culgaith junction right through the village, required attention.  The meeting requested that this section of road would benefit from tarring and gritting, as was regularly done, in times past.
	12.4	Church Street – Skirwith. Potholes reported.
		Action: - To report to Highways
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12.5 	Skirwith – Damaged Culvert Wall - Following a Tree Fall - Opposite and in close vicinity to the Old Vicarage.  This was considered a road hazard and had still not been unattended to despite a parishioner reporting the incident back in December 2025.
	Action: - To report to Highways.

13/26 	Dates and Venues of 2026 Meetings. All on Mondays at 7.30pm.
2nd March 		Blencarn Village Hall 
18th May 		Culgaith, Victoria Institute, 
(Annual Parish Meeting/AGM/May meeting) 
6th July 		Skirwith Village Hall
7th September 		Blencarn Village Hall 
2nd November 		Culgaith, Victoria Institute,


The Chair thanked Councillors for their attendance and closed the meeting at 21.15.	

Signed by Chairman     ______________________________     Date  ___________    
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